[Considerations on the need for cooperation between Italian Association of Cancer Registries (AIRTUM) and the Italian National Mesothelioma Registry (RENAM)].
A pilot study comparing mesothelioma registries and population-based cancer registries of two Italian regions, Sicilia and Toscana, shows a good agreement on total number of registered incident cases. However, and in spite of the use of the same clinical sources of data, discrepancies were detected because of different criteria applied in collecting and classifying the relevant information on diagnoses. The development of common guidelines on the definition of mesothelioma case is a challenge for the Italian National Mesothelioma Registry (RENAM) and for the Italian Association of Cancer Registries (AIRTUM). The calendar period covered by the study was 1998- 2005 for Sicily and 1988-2005 for Tuscan. cancer registries, mesothelioma, guidelines.